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ACLU findings and report to OCR

Lacked justification/had
shoddy/illegal justification

Involuntary or “opt-out”

Lacked substantially equal
coed alternative

Failure to conduct required
evaluations

Premised on “hardwired”
difference theory

Stereotypes prevalent




Theory of “hardwired” brain difference

The Brain Develops Differently

GIRLS- the language areas of the brain
develop before the areas used for spatial
relations and for geometry.

BOYS- it is the other way around.

The Brain is Wired Differently

Teaching that ignores this difference will
produce boys who cant write and girls

IRLS- ion is processed in the same
WhO think they’re “d,Umb at math”. GIRLS emotion is pr

area of the brain that possesses language.
So, it's easier for most girls to talk about
their emotions.

BOYS- The brain regions involved in talking
are separate from the regions involved in
feeling. The hardest question for a boy to
answer is, “"Tell me how you feel.”

Leonard Sax training produced in response to ACLU records request




Theory of biological differences

Girls Hear Better

The typical teenage girl has a sense of
hearing seven times more acute than a
teenage boy.

= That's why daughters complain that thei Girls and Boys Respond Dlﬁerenﬂy

fathers are shouting at them. to Stress

» That's why the boy in the back of the
classroom whose soft-spoken teacher ca

el o bade by eing SHuner GIRLS- Stress impairs learning.

BOYS- Stress enhances learning.

This is true in every mammal that
scientists have studied.

Leonard Sax training produced in response to ACLU records request




Brain difference = learning difference

Brain dif;fere;nces

The brains of girls and boys differ in
important ways. These differences are
genetically programmed and are present

at birth. Brains can be identified by sex as Leammg styles

) ear|y as 24 weeks into pregnancy The  |.. . TR IO e e e
areas of the brain involved in language, in Girls and boy have differentlearning
spatial memory, in motor coordination and styles in part because of innate,
fine motor skills develop in a different biologically-programmed differences in
order, time, and rate in glrls compared to the way the brain works. As a result,

boys single-sex classes have unique

~advantages for girls and boys. - - -

Stetson University, Nina Hollis Institute, “Why Single Gender Classes?”
(teacher training presentation)




Debunking “hardwired” difference

= Boys and girls brains are
more similar than different

= Differences among boys
and among girls are more
significant than differences
between boys and girls

= Brain “Plasticity”

= Physiological differences
make no pedagogical
difference

Lise Eliot, Pink Brain, Blue Brain (2010)
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Debunking “hardwired” difference

Mumber of cases

MNumber of cases

Figure o.1. Distribution of performance for two traits that differ with d values of 2.6
and 0.35, respectively. Females are represented by the dashed curve, males by the
solid curve. Mean score for each sex is shown by the vertical line at the middle of
the curve. The graph on the left shows the sex difference in adult height, which is
considered very large and for which there is little overlap between men and women.
The graph on the right shows the distribution for a sex difference with a d score of
0.35, which is actually on the large side for many psychological differences. Note
that the curves overlap extensively. Of the many psychological sex differences that
have been repeatedly measured, 77 percent are smaller than the difference between
the curves on the right.

Lise Eliot, Pink Brain, Blue Brain (2010)




“Gender-based” strategies in action

— Van Devender Middle School
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School Board presentation produced in response to ACLU public records request

o Wood County, WV




Different classroom environments
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Different classroom environments

“IW]hen [boys] look each other in the eye it
becomes more of a confrontational type
thing. Girls . . . sit around tables, where
they can make eye contact, where they can
make relationships, and that sort of thing.”

SteveTaylor, Principal, Van Devender
Middle School, Wood County, WV
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Biased outreach materials

Boys and girls learn differently

There are hardwired differences between boys and girls and a growing number of
educators have become convinced that we should use these differences to ensure
everyone reaches his/her full potential. Here at Woodward we are committed to

provide a quality education for all of our students. Our single-gender classes are Boys . G Foste r| ng

just one more option we use to provide the best education for your child. We will / :

continue to do whatever possible to ensure the success of all students and to 1 ilh

monitor your child’s progress. reSpeCt and In Stl I | I ng
the characteristics
associated with

“ H ”

becoming a man

Girls and boys hear differently

Given sechoics bewsgn Girls: “Fostering a
il gilspreferto = sense of ‘girl power’

look at t -} ar g the girls’ natural verb.
mov_ment and girls are w ene . .
Setail and promoting girls

em ir math and

Girls and boys process ; R S helplng glrls”

d the brain and at different
times during their childhood.

Flyer produced in response to ACLU records request
Volusia County, FL




“Gender-based” teacher trainings

Teacher training presentation produced in response to ACLU records request
. Volusia County, FL




“Gender-based” teacher trainings

Teacher training presentation produced in response to ACLU records request
. Volusia County, FL




ACLU litigation & OCR complaints

= Litigation:
* Doe v. Vermilion Parish (LA)
Doe v. Wood County School Board (WV)
A.N.A. v. Breckinridge (KY)

= OCR complaints:
 Florida: Hillsborough, Volusia, Hernando, Broward
Texas: Austin
ldaho: Middleton Heights
Wisconsin: Barron, Beloit
Alabama: Birmingham
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Contact information & resources
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ACLU Home Page, “Teach Kids, Not Stereotypes”

https://www.aclu.org/womens-rights/teach-kids-not-
stereotypes

ED Regulation on nondiscrimination on access to
classes and schools:

https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/rights/reg/ocr/edlite-

34cfr106.html

ED Q&A on single-sex classrooms:
http://www?2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/fags-title-

IX-single-sex-201412.pdf
Galen Sherwin, gsherwin@aclu.org
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